WHAT'S BREWING?

Worts of Wisdom
Homebrewers

July, 2000

The Next Meeting

The next WOW meeting will be at the Torgrimsons
house (2011 Tripiano Court, Mountain View) on
Wednesday July 26 at 7:30 PM. Here is a map:
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We plan to have a talk on German amber lager.
Also, we are scheduled to elect officers for next year
at this meeting. See the article elsewhere in this
newsletter. Naturally, we will have the usual social-
izing and tasting of avariety of brews.

President’s
Ruminations

Peter Torgrimson

I may not know much about beer, but | know a little.
| have gotten into the habit of assuming that every-
body knows at least a little about beer. Thus | am
surprised, and inwardly appalled, when people with
whom | am drinking beer exhibit a total lack of any
knowledge about what we are drinking. A good ex-
ample is my relatives. 85% of them know nothing
about beer, except for brand names like Corona, Na-
tional Bohemian and Miller Lite. OK, OK, thereisa
little poetic license here, since 15% of them are chil-
dren and an additional 15% don't drink beer. At
any rate, | hope that the remainder gained a little
appreciation of beer at our recent family reunion in
Mountain View. Some of them maybe even under-
stand the difference between ale and lager.

For this reunion, | brewed four batches of beer, with
emphasis on the lighter beers since | aready had
some oatmeal stout and some porter. The American
wheat ale and American pale ale turned out well --
at least | like them. The blond ale was very disap-
pointing, with almost none of the floral character for
which | was hoping. The Bavarian weisshier wasn't
ready in time so no relatives tasted it. Of al the
homebrew, the blond ale was the runaway favorite.
The American wheat and American pale ale were
too strongly flavored for most. Should this be a sur-
prise? No. My reatives just typify the genera
American public, with a preference for light, undis-
tinguished beer.

Actually a few rdatives may start drinking more
microbrews. And, on the plus side, most of my

Read on for more exciting Worts of Wisdom news!
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blond ale was consumed, clearing the refrigerators
and releasing the bottles for better beer. Also, only
two bottles of the Corona and one bottle of Miller
Lite remain, and only one bottle of Boon Pertotale
Faro Ale was consumed. Actualy, | shouldn’t rag
on my relatives too much -- after all, none of them
liked my althier, which shows they have some ability
to distinguish bad beer.

What's the bottom line to this rambling? If you are
reading this you probably know more about beer than
99% of the population. Why not share this knowl-
edge and enthusiasm with them? Not in a beating-
them-up or condescending way, but by gently open-
ing their eyes to the amazing world of beer and
brewing.

We are managing the homebrew competition judging
at the Small Brewers Festival of California in
Mountain View in August. See John Watson's arti-
cle elsawhere in this newdetter. We aso have a
booth at the festival to publicize the club and home-
brewing in general. Manning the booth is a lot of
fun and we aways need volunteers for this. Call
Carol Torgrimson to volunteer for manning the
booth before she calls you.

| encourage everybody to enter their beer in this
competition. Multiple entries are encouraged. If you
are unsure how to enter, ask any of the club officers
for assistance.

If you are willing for others to observe/participate in
your brew day, remember to put out the word, even if
it is on relatively short notice. These informal club
brew sessions are fun and informative. They typi-
cally have a small group in attendance and are very
pleasant events. Theway | look at it is, if somebody
comes to my brew day, that isfine. If nobody comes,
that is finetoo. These are just different brewing ex-
periences.

Brew bodacious beer.

June Minutes
Jeff Schroeder

People in attendance: Not really sure, but I'm pretty
sure | wasthere.

Terry Reilly gave areally nice talk on his beer expe-
riences in Japan, and he had plenty of Japanese beer
for usto taste. Thanks, Terry!

We discussed some business, including the judging
for the Cdlifornia Small Brewers Festival, the
changing of the guard (officer elections), and the
moving of our web page and email list.

Calendar of
Upcoming Events

e July 23 - Small Brewers Festival deadline for
entries.

e July 26 - WOW M eeting, Torgrimson’s house.

e August 5 - Small Brewers Festival Finalsjudg-
ing at the Mountain View Tied House.

e August 12-13 - Small Brewers Festival.

e August 30 - WOW meeting, Mountain View
Tied House.

e September 27 WOW meeting

e October 6-8 - Northern California Homebrew
Festival, Skyline Park, Napa.

e October - AHA Club-Only Competition, Ger-
man Amber Lager.

e December - AHA Club-Only Competition, His-
torical Beers.

Election of Officers

Peter Torgrimson

Officers for the next year will be elected at the July
meeting. The club currently has four officers:

e President, Peter Torgrimson.

e Vice-President, David Sanford.

e Secretary, Jeremy Bergsman.

e Treasurer, John Watson.

Like many organizations, this one frequently has
difficulty recruiting officers. I'd like to say that
these jobs are wonderful, fulfilling, no work, and
loaded with perks. Unfortunately that is not the
case. However, thereis one perk. Officers have first
dibs on attending the Anchor Brewing Homebrew
Club of the Year Dinner in February.

If you are interested in one of these jobs, contact Pe-
ter  Torgrimson by email (petertorgrim-
son@prodigy.net), phone (650-964-2437) , fax (650-
964-2437) or in person. Don't be bashful about
nominating yourself. For more details on duties of
the offices, contact Peter, or the current officeholder.
None of the jobs is totally time-consuming, but they
al require some effort.
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John has indicated he is willing to continue the
treasurer function. Because of the special nature of
this job, such as bank accounts, | propose that we
accept his commitment and retain him as treasurer
for another year.

Keep those letters and cards (and calls) coming in.

SMALL BREWERS
FESTIVAL UPDATE

John Watson

If you're reading this before July 23" [ed.: you're
not], you've till got time to enter your homebrew! If
you win the best of show, you will help head brewer
Ron Manabe make your beer at the Tied House
Brewery for next year's SBF.

We've got about 20 judges lined up so far, and 5 or 6
stewards. We won't really know how many more
welll need until we count up the entries after the en-
try deadline of July 23. But, I'm not going rest easy
until we've got at least 30 judges. And 40 would be
beautiful!

| know there are a lot of you experienced BJCP
judges that are sitting on the fence, so please let me
know ASAP! With the price of gas at $2 a gallon,
you can't beat this competetion for its proximity!

At this point, it looks like we've got close to enough
stewards. If we need any more, | think we can get
WoW members and friends to fill these dots.

I'd al'so like to know if anyone might like to help out
and volunteer to be "cellermaster” and "scribe’. Pre-
vious experience is a plus!

All this takes place on August 5th at 10 AM at the
Tied House Brewery in Mountain View. Well finish
judging around 1 PM, at which point the Tied House
will provide lunch.

And remember, al volunteers receive a "Tasting
Kit", which includes a festival mug and 7 tasting
tokens to use for your choice of 7 of the "150 unique
beers from 40+ West Coast micro breweries' during
the following weekend at the Small Brewers Festival.

About Us

The Worts of Wisdom Homebrewers is a diverse
group of people living all around the Santa Clara
Valley and up the peninsula who are interested in
learning more about beer and brewing and sharing
their brewing experiences and their beer.

Make sure to check out our web site:
www.stanford.edu/~jeremybb/beer stuff/wow.html
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